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CORRESPONDENT

A beautiful home on the Flat of Beacon
Hill at 100 Pinckney St. was completely
renovated in 2001 and now is on the mar-
ket. Beth Dickerson of Gibson Sotheby’s
International Realty has listed it at $3.995
million.

It is red brick with black shutters and
black double doors trimmed in brass. The

main house has a kitchen with granite
counters and professional appliances, a for-
mal dining room, an outdoor deck, a for-
mal living room and a master suite. A one-
bedroom apartment is on the garden level. 

Altogether, the house has 10 rooms and
4,516 +/- square feet of living space.    

The double front door opens to a foyer
and then another double door to an entry

BY MARILYN JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

Ninety-eight residences in Boston sold for
more than $1 million during the first quarter of
this year, according to the Listing Information
Network, indicating that demand has not soured
for properties considered the cream of the crop.

In 2007, LINK reported 121 sales in this price
range, including 13 at the gleaming glass and
steel waterfront Residences at the Intercontinen-
tal at 500 Atlantic Ave. Sales were moderate in
the first quarter, and brokers now say they are
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It’s curious how a development acquires a
new name in its transformation from a
manufactory to a residential address. For

the handsome block-long building between
Wareham and Malden streets on Albany
Street, Cresset Development has focused on
a time when the South End was emerging,
just as it is seeing a rejuvenation today by
new residential and commercial develop-
ment, further enhanced by a vibrant arts
community.

By the mid-19th century, land in the South
End had been reclaimed east of Harrison
Avenue from the tidewaters, and railroads
crisscrossed the city. Row houses and facto-
ries began dotting the new streets.

And so the building’s name is the 1850,
described in its marketing material as “histo-
ry with an attitude.”

The five-story brick building had housed
the Allied Bolt & Screw Company for more
than 40 years until it relocated to Canton six
years ago, and from the late 1880s to 1926,
the Everett Piano Company produced fine
musical instruments on this site. John
Phillips Souza was among its clients.  In
between, it was a warehouse.

After a two-year gut renovation, the devel-
oper has created 60 lofts on the upper flour
floors of the building. On the first and
ground floors of the 1850 are two long-time
South End businesses — Zapatos, a popular
footwear outlet, and M. Miller, a furrier. 

General contractor was Columbia Con-
struction. Architect for the development was
Brian Healy, who also designed the residen-
tial spaces at Lincoln Plaza for the Cresset
Group. 

The lofts feature exposed brick walls,
some painted white, sandblasted wood
beams and columns and nearly 10-foot-high
ceilings. The second floor has drywall
installed over the bricks. Some units also

have alcoves, created where a staircase or an
elevator shaft had been located and new
floors were extended. Steel beams are
revealed in places too.

The majority of the lofts range between
720 and 850 square feet, says Lyndsey
Wakeham, sales director. About a dozen
range from 900 to 1,500 square feet and are
priced from the mid $400s to the low $600s.

The 1850 features 60 South End lofts
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The most expensive single-family home that sold in
the South End during the first quarter was a four-
bedroom home with two-and-a-half baths at 9
Claremont Park. Its price was $2.25 million and
included a garden and deeded parking.

Million-dollar
properties draw

homebuyers

HOME
PORTRAIT

A large loft at the 1850 at 90 Wareham St. in the South End serves as a representation of how a
buyer can furnish his open space. Sixty lofts are in this brick building, and about 26 percent have
been sold. COURTESY IMAGE / CRESSET DEVELOPMENT LLC

The home at 100 Pinckney St. on the Flat of Beacon
Hill has 4,516 square feet of living space and includes
a garden apartment. It is listed at $3.995 million.

COURTESY PHOTO / GIBSON SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Home on Flat of Beacon Hill
exudes elegance and charm
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The largest unit is in the $800s, she says.
The building’s heating system is forced hot

air, generated by gas, and it has central air con-
ditioning. Cooking is electric. The heating cost
is figured into the condo fee, which is about
$0.35 per square foot.

To demonstrate how an open loft space
could be fashioned into a one- or even two-
bedroom home, two model units have been
furnished under the direction of Dee Elms of
Terrat Elms Interior Design of the South End.

In the 731-square-foot model a long white
IKEA armoire backed up against customized
shelving by California Closets defines the bed-
room space. The polished concrete floor is
white, further brightening the living space
which has large, wide windows.

The bath features a combination tub/shower
surrounded by Arctic white ceramic subway
tiles, and the pedestal sink is rectangular. Asep-
arate closet, which holds the water heater, also
can accommodate a stacked washer/dryer.
Wakeham says that a discount is available from
Yale Electric.

The kitchen is built against the interior wall,
and an IKEAcenter island has been added. The
stainless steel appliances include a glass cook-
top and electric range, microwave, refrigerator
and dishwasher. 

The cabinets and granite counters in the lofts
are contrasting. If the maple cabinets, some
with frosted glass fronts, are walnut-stained, the
granite is Giallo Vicenza, a light color; if they
are natural maple, the granite is black pearl.

Although the unit is completely open, there is
a niche just inside the loft that could be used as
a closet. The entry door is solid ash. This loft is
listed at $369,000.

The other model unit is larger and takes
advantage of the space of a former elevator
shaft, which has been turned into a study but
easily could be furnished as a second bedroom.
This loft, Unit 406, has 1,155 square feet of liv-
ing space. 

At one end of the open space, a floor-to-ceil-
ing wall has been added to show buyers how
easy it could be to put one up, says Wakeham. A
long, gathered white curtain, hung from a 
ceiling track, defines the area for the bed-
room. The curtain also softens the industrial
aesthetic of the space. This loft is priced at
$599,000.

The halls on each floor slightly undulate
which, explains Wakeham, was the solution
for leveling the floors of the lofts. Originally, the
floors had actually slanted from front to back so
that the pianos could be moved easily. With the
doorways to the lofts staggered from one side to
the other, the developer was able to maximize
the ceiling heights in all the condos.

The entrance to the building is at 90 Wareham
St. and opens into a compact lobby with huge
windows that soar to double ceiling height. A
small sitting area has been created next to the
elevator. Behind the building are parking
spaces, which are available for $39,000.

Comcast has wired the building for the Inter-
net, cable and phone, and the intercom security
system is tied in as well. Avisitor can punch in a

code, and an image will appear on the TV
screen for identification.

Close to the 1850 are dozens of restaurants
and art galleries, the Boston Sports Club and the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross. Across the street is
the Flower Exchange, and next door is a brand
new playground. Officially known as the Union
Park Street playground, it is set to open this
spring.
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Address: The 1850, 90 Wareham St., South End

BR/BA: All lofts, each with one bath

Size: From 724 to 1,500 square feet

Price: From $365,000 to the mid $800s

Taxes: To be determined

Condo fee: Approximately $0.35 per square foot

Contact: Lyndsey Wakeham, The 1850, 90 Wareham St.,
Boston, MA 02118. Phone: 617-988-8008. Web site:
www.the1850.com

D E T A I L S
An open house
will be held
Sunday, May 4,
from 1 to 3 p.m.
It also is open

from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
weekdays except Wednes-
days and from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturdays.

South End lofts at the 1859 have stylish kitchens

A study in Unit 406 was created in this alcove 
at the 1850. This space could be a second bed-
room.

In unit 406, the kitchen features maple cabinets, a pearl black counter and stainless steel appliances,
including an electric cooktop.

A long curtain that hangs from a track in the ceiling defines the bedroom in Unit 406, which has an
exposed red brick wall. COURTESY IMAGES / CRESSET DEVELOPMENT LLC

In Unit 314, the polished concrete is white, bright-
ening the open space. The exposed brick is white
too, contrasting with the sandblasted beams.
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